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MIDDLESEX PRESBYTERY

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA

The first regular meeting of Middlesex Presbytery for 2010-2011 was held by call of the executive at Camp Kee-Mo-Kee, 9581 Glendon Drive, Komoka, Ontario, on 

June 22, 2010. The meeting was chaired by the Rev. Dr. David McKane. There was a quorum of members present.

ATTENDANCE:

ORDER OF MINISTRY:
David Carrothers, Tracy Crick-Butler, Ron Dakin, Michelle Down, Gordon Duncan, Susan Eagle, Janet Fradette, Richard Golden, Art Hiley, Tom Hiscock, Val Hodgins, Sheila Macgregor, Kenji Marui, Bill McAuslan, David McKane, Frank Meadows, Catherine Moore, Phil Newman, Di Pratt, Lorenzo Ramirez, Bev Robinson, Doug Ross, Sung T. Shim, Julia Sinclair. Lloyd Smith, Marjorie Smith, Mary Stewart, Pam Tolmay, Kathryn Wreford, Colin Zavitz.

LAY RERESENTATIVES:   Lyn Ardiel, Charlie Arnott, Todd Arthur, Sharon Ashton, Linda Badke, Clayton Barber, Jan Barnwell, John Bowman, Pete Brennan, Linda Britton, Steve Britton, Jean Campbell, Barbara Cartwright, Bob Coates, Hugh John Cook, Sheila Duffin, Dorothy Ann Foster, Wallis Hammond, Marilyn Hart, Wayne Hennigar, Nancy Hind, Irene James, Debbi Jarvis, Mary Kaiser, Lisa Landsborough, Mary Lee, Shirley Morris, Joyce Payne, Joyce Pedersen, Lois Peters, Gerald Pickett, Anne Ramey, Marion Reith, Gail Schnarr, Joan Taylor, Bob Vosper, David Whiting, Rick Young.

DESIGNATED LAY MINISTERS:   Marilyn Arthur, Cheryl Bolton.

ALTERNATE LAY REPRESENTATIVES:   Marjorie MacMillan, Grace McGuffin, Alistair Weir, Helen White.

REGRETS:   Anne Beattie-Stokes, Chris Beaumont, Maurice Bell, Betty Jean Jenkins, Mary Dillon, Don Keenliside, Christian Kraatz, David Mitchell, Julia Morden, Irene Richardson, Janelle Towle, Edward Avey, Doris Bond-Montgomery, Shirley Bradish, John Earle, Marg Gagan, Elmore Hill, Isabel Hill, Susan Howe, Jannie Law, Margaret Nelson, Norma Potter, Don Sutherland, Linda Sutherland.

WORKSHOP:   Michelle Down and Julia Sinclair led an excellent workshop on Visioning for Presbytery, the motto being “Where there is no vision the people perish” (Proverbs 20:18) We began with a review of the results of a previous workshop and then moved on to questions such ‘What do you feel is the purpose of presbytery?’ ‘How well do you feel presbytery meets that purpose?’ Questions such as these led to interesting conversation and debate! The results of the questions and answers will be tabulated and presented to a future presbytery meeting.
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DINNER:  a delicious chicken dinner was served in the camp dining hall by camp staff.

SING SONG:  a sing-song of camp songs was led by camp counselors.

OPENING AND CONSTITUTION OF THE MEETING:  At 7:00p.m., chairperson David McKane called the meeting to order and constituted the meeting with these words:   “In the name of Jesus Christ, the one true head of the church, and by the authority vested in me as chair of Middlesex Presbytery, I now declare this meeting constituted for the transaction of such business as shall properly come before it.” 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA:  It was moved and seconded that the agenda be approved as printed and circulated.  Carried

MINUTES:  It was moved and seconded that the minutes of April 27, 2010, as prepared and distributed, be approved.  Carried
It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the Executive of May 4, 2010, and June1, 2010, be received for information, and that the minutes of a special Executive Meeting held on May 21, 2010 be received for information.  Carried
RACIAL JUSTICE CERTIFICATES:  Certificates for those who participated in the Racial Justice Training Workshops were distributed.  
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Richard Golden


Sheila Macgregor

WELCOME:  John Bowman, chair of the Board of Directors for Camp KeeMoKee welcomed presbytery to the camp for its meeting.  John told about the repairs that have been done.  This year 50th Anniversary Celebrations will take place on July 3.  There will be activities during the day at the camp and a celebration dinner at the Komoka Community Centre in the evening,  Cost - $20.00
WORSHIP:  Members of the camp staff  led with a story and a hymn.

TAP REPORT:  Bev Robinson reported that there is still a need for TAP companions as congregations are requesting TAP companions.  Bev indicated that due to upcoming surgery and retirement, she will no longer be continuing as the co-ordinator of the TAP program and that Judith Gilliland will be taking over.  Words of appreciation were extended to Bev for her work in the presbytery.

DIVISION REPORTS:

DIVISION OF MISSION IN CANADA:  

· Sharon Ashton reported for ELUCOC:  a walkathon will be held on September 26, 2010 at Springbank Park.  Susan Eagle will be leaving and Carol Langford has retired and the ELUCOC board  is asking for help in finding new staff.
· UCW;  Lois Peters reported.  What has the U.C.W. in London and Middlesex been doing:  well actually we`ve been doing several things. Over 55 members and friends spent a wonderful day at Camp KeeMoKee on June 14.  The program for the day included a hymn sing led by Rev. Barb Clark from Hyde Park United Church.  Barbara also conducted our Music Workshop where we learned new music from More Voices and had fun as well.  Helen Bowman led our Bible Study Workshop and with a number of puzzles and quizzes we learned of many unknown Biblical persons.  Cheryl Partington from Riverside United Church conducted our Craft Workshop which was great fun.  To end this very special day, Frances Down of South Caradoc United Church led us in a very personal Communion Service.
Planned for the summer and fall:  Saturday, July 24 is our very popular Summer Event at Siloam United Church. Theme is One More Step Along the World I Go.  Speaker is Bonnie Simonato – Canada`s premier ``Joyologist-Educator``  Music will be provided by Jade Lester from Chatham, winner of several awards.  Remember to register by July 14 - $22.00.   Circle your calendar for Saturday, October 30 for our Fall Celebration at White Oaks United Church.  It`s all about ``Heart``.  Watch for further information in your church bulletins and on posters.

June 22, 2010







page 2010-14
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION:

· The division is looking at a busy summer ahead with the upcoming closings of some churches.

DIVISION OF WORLD OUTREACH:

The following report was given by Pam Tolmay.

Since 2005, Jock and I have been privileged to be able to return to South Africa on an annual basis.  We have made use of this opportunity to reconnect with the people at a grassroots level, as well as reconnecting with family and friends. 

On a regular basis we have taken study leave and worked in conjunction with the Benoni Central Methodist Church in various projects spearheaded by their Mission and Outreach Committee which operates as a separate charity under the name of Bula Monyako (which means Open Door in Sisutu).
One of their projects has been the Wattville Day Care Centre for children affected by or infected by Aids.  After sharing my experience of working at the Day Care with the 
Outreach Committee of Ivan Pastoral Charge (i.e.Mellville and Vanneck United Churches have a joint Outreach Committee) and mentioning what a meager diet the children were on, the members started a fun called Koins for Kids, in which folk were invited to put their loose change into a little Koins for Kids offering box.  The monies raised have been forwarded to Bula and this lady, Ann Heslett is in charge of buying fruit and juice and taking it to the day care every Wednesday.  Since 2006, we have raised $9,971.60.  Out of the Day Care grew an after school program where another 250 children are also receiving a once a week serving of juice and fruit which Ann delivers.  Every Sunday, the clattering of those coins reminds us that  about 400 children are benefitting from our loose change.
150 children are being cared for in a room about 20 x 30 feet.  When they lie down for a nap the floor is completely covered with little people crunched together like sardines.  When they have activity time, the teacher lets about 20 children at a time take part whilst the rest huddles together to make space for them to do so.  In this tin shack, Paula the cook creates a daily stew and a pot of corn porridge which is carefully served so that 

everyone gets something to eat.  There is only one faucet and dishes are done outside in a big plastic basin.  They have no toilet facilities except these five outdoor potties, No hand basins except these 3.  No place to put their school bags (when it rains they have to be brought inside, making the space even more cramped).  The Day Care is in an area where most of the people live in tin shacks and shanties.

The Vanneck and Melville United Church Outreach Committee received a letter from the Mission Committee of Benoni Methodist Church (Bula Monyako), dated June 11, 2010, asking that they become partners in the building of a facility which can house the Day Care on a permanent basis and have suitable amenities for the children and staff.  After a meeting of the Vanneck/Melville Outreach Committee, because it is way outside the means of two small rural churches, and considering the miracle of the Wells for Life project, it was thought that this project would not be beyond possibility for Middlesex Presbytery.
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At a meeting of Middlesex DWO, it was moved, seconded and approved by all our members present the we propose to Middlesex Presbytery as our 2010/2011
 Advent/Lenten Project to raise the approximately $130,000. needed to build the facility to house the Day Care on a permanent basis.  If all funds are not raised in this time frame, the project be continued into the rest of 2011.

The DWO will produce and put together a package of materials encouraging people to purchase building materials or the cost of a day or more of labour in lieu of Christmas/Birthday gifts or simply as a gift to the children of Wattville Day Care.

It was moved and seconded that Middlesex Presbytery adopt the Wattville Day Care Centre as our Advent/Lenten project for 2010 and 2011.  Carried
DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION:

Art Hiley reported that the Newsletter will start up again in September.

There is a DVD player  available for rent for $25.00 per day or $50.00 for a weekend.
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· Resource Centre Director Debbi Jarvis read from her summer newsletter noting that there is a variety of books available to while away the summer hours from books of fiction to the 2010 Manual.  Relax, Recharge, Rejuvenate – Read a Book.  Summer hours:  Closed in July.  Open Wednesdays in August.  For emergencies, call the Resource Centre and get Debbi’s phone number.  But don’t forget to pick up those necessities now.  The last full day is June 24, but Debbi will be in and out of the office during the summer months.

DIVISION OF MINISTRY PERSONNEL AND EDUCATION:

Education and Students – Janet Fradette reporting.  The Education and Students Committee, in accordance with section343 of The Manual, Recommends that Mary Dillon`s continuation of  status to Middlesex Presbytery.  The E&S Committee received Mary`s self-assessment report (DLM 505), and met with her on May 20, 2010.  Her Police Record check was seen in 2009, so it is still up to date.  Mary started in the DLM education in the fall of 2009 and is currently completing her 2nd circle of the 6 required circles, at Calling Lakes Centre in Saskatchewan.  She is continuing to serve a Student Supply appointment at the Avon-Putnam Pastoral Charge.  The Education and Students Committee bring you the following motion:
It was moved and seconded that Middlesex Presbytery, on the recommendation of its Education and Students Committee, confirm the status of Mary Dillon as an applicant for Designated Lay Minister.  Carried

Pastoral Relations report was presented by Joyce Payne and Bill McAuslan.

1. It was moved and seconded that Hugh John Cook be appointed as Presbytery Representative to accompany Robinson, Empress and Colborne United in their amalgamation negotiations.  Carried                                                                                                      
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2. It was moved and seconded that we recognize the meetings of Hyde Park and Riverside congregations held on June 6,2010 as fulfilling the requirements of Section 334 of the Manual (2007).  Carried
3. It was moved and seconded that we approve the return to work of Rev. Catherine Tovell, on a graduated scale from long-term disability, effective June 14, 2010, as recommended by Great West Insurance Co. and the United Church of Canada General Council office.   Carried
4. It was moved and seconded that we recognize the meeting of Wellington Street congregation held on June13, 2010 as fulfilling the requirements of Section 334 of The Manual (2007).   Carried
5. It was moved and seconded that we authorize the transfer of Rev. Susan Eagle from Middlesex Presbytery to Living Waters Presbytery effective July 1,2010.   Carried
6. It was moved and seconded that we request the transfer of Rev. Judith Gilliland from Oxford Presbytery to Middlesex Presbytery effective immediately.   Carried
7. It was moved and seconded that we approve the proposed Covenant for Ministerial Service from St. Andrew’s Cairo United Church, with the following 
terms:   1.  20% of the time of Rev. Jim Breen in return for 20% of the expense, and of a congregational relationship with Hope United Church in Alvinston.
   
2.  agreed that Lambton Presbytery would oversee the pastoral relationships created by the covenant.


3.  agreed that Rev. Jim Breen would conduct all meetings at St. Andrew’s United Church in Cairo except for those meetings dealing with evaluating the covenant.


4.  agreed that Rev. Bill McAuslan would continue as the Middlesex Presbytery liaison to the new covenantal relationship.

5 .  agreed that Middlesex Presbytery would receive an evaluative report of this covenantal relationship by March 1, 2011.


6.  ask that the covenantal partners would forward their request as to future direction for the covenantal relationship as of March 1, 2011.

Carried
8. It was moved and seconded that we recognize the meeting of Rowntree Memorial congregation held on May 16, 2010 as fulfilling the requirements of Section 334 of The Manual (2007)   Carried
9. It was moved and seconded that we approve the re-appointment of Louise Dodd, half time – 20 hours as Designated Lay Minister at Lambeth United effective July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011.  All requirements of The Manual being met.  Carried
10. It was moved and seconded that we approve the re-appointment of Rev. Barbara Clark, half-time – 20 hours, as United Supply at Hyde Park United , effective July
1, 2010 to December 31, 2010 with a mutual termination notice of 30 days in place.  All requirements of The Manual being met.   Carried
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11. It was moved and seconded that we approve the re-appointment of Marilyn Arthur, full-time – 40 hours, as Designated Lay Minister at Riverside United.  All requirements of The Manual being met.  Carried
12. It was moved and seconded that we approve the re-appointment of Julia Morden, three-quarters time – 30 hours- as Ordained Supply at Colborne United effective July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011.  All requirements of The Manual being met. Carried
13. It was moved and seconded that we approve the re-appointment of Mary Dillon, half-time – 20 hours – as Designated Lay Minister to Avon-Putnam Pastoral Charge effective July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011.  All requirements of The Manual being met.  Carried
14. It was moved and seconded that we approve the re-appointment of Herbert Summers, half-time – 20 hours- as Retired Supply to Metropolitan United effective July 1, 2010 tio June 30, 2011.  All requirements of The Manual being met.  Carried
15. It was moved and seconded that we approve the re-appointment of Valarie Hodgins, half-time – 20 hours- as Retired Supply to Rowntree United effective 
July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011.  All requirements of The Manual being met.  Carried

16. It was moved and seconded that we approve the call of Rev. Susan Cameron, full time – 40 hours – to Mt. Zion effective  September 1, 2010.  Moving expenses to be negotiated. All requirements of The Manual being met.  Carried
17. It was moved and seconded that we approve the re-appointment of Gordon Duncan, 8 hours per week as Retired Supply to Calvary United, effective July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011.  All requirements of The Manual being met.  Carried
18. It was moved and seconded that we approve the re-appointment of Phil Downes, half-time – 20 hours – as Designated Lay Minister to Calvary United effective July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011.  All requirements of The Manual being met.  Carried
19. It was moved and seconded that we approve the re-appointment of Beth Parsons, half-time – 20 hours – as Designated Lay Minister to Calvary United effective July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011.  All requirements of The Manual being met.  Carried
20. It was moved and seconded that we recognize the meeting of Cairngorm United congregation held on January 25, 2010 as fulfilling the requirement of Section 334a of The Manual (2007).  Carried
Thanks were expressed to Bev Robinson for her leadership in the TAP process.

Bill McAuslan reported for the Chaplaincy at UWO Committee.  A new chairperson is needed for this committee!
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The job description for United Church Chaplain at the University of Western Ontario, Middlesex Presbytery, London Conference was presented. 
It was moved and seconded that we declare a vacancy for the position of United Church Chaplain at the University of Western Ontario for three-quarter time (30 hour).  Position to be filled by August 1 or as soon thereafter as possible.  Carried

A Notice of Motion that was presented at the April 27, 2010 meeting of Middlesex presbytery was brought forward.
Whereas: the Divisions of Middlesex Presbytery gave up the power of presbytery at the November 24, 2009 meeting of Middlesex Presbytery, and

Whereas: the Division of Ministry Personnel and Education still presents considerable business for approval at the Executive meetings of Middlesex Presbytery which are held 10 months of the year;

THEREFORE: It is moved and seconded by the Division of Ministry Personnel and Education, that effective September 2010, Middlesex Presbytery be called to meet during the months of September, October, November. January, February, March, April, May and June.   Defeated

Farewell words were given as Susan Eagle leaves Middlesex Presbytery after 26 years. 
TREASURER`S REPORT:   see June 1, 2101 minutes

MISSION AND SERVICE:  Gail Schnarr had no report but indicated that a new committee is being formed with U.C.W. being asked to appoint 3 members.

NEW AND OTHER BUSINESS:
It was moved and seconded that a Summer Commission be appointed consisting of the chairperson, the chairperson elect, the secretary, the treasurer, the chairperson of Finance and Administration, with power to add.  Carried.

Tracy Crick-Butler spoke on behalf of the Committee for 75 Blackfriars.
It was moved and seconded:

1.  That, subject to the transfer of 75 Blackfriars to Middlesex Presbytery United Church Council, Middlesex Presbytery request that the Council hold on to 75 Blackfriars and NOT offer it for sale until at least 2011.

2. That Middlesex Presbytery allow the Committee to proceed developing its `Vision` for 75 Blackfriars with the Committee having the power to add new members ot its committee as it proceedes and as it deems necessary, and further that Middlesex Presbytery continue to fund the Committee with an estimated budget not to exceed $5000.00 on the understanding that:
a)  An effective structuring of the Committee will be in place by mid-September 2010.
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b) The Committee will provide to Middlesex Presbytery a preliminary status report by the end of September 2010; and

c)   The Committee will provide a progress report to Middlesex Presbytery by January 2011.

Carried

It was moved and seconded that the name of the Committee be changed to the Blackfriars Visioning Committee.  Carried
It was noted that Invitations for future Presbytery Meetings will be gratefully accepted.
Linda Britton reported that the books for Robinson Memorial and Richards Memorial were in order.  

ADJOURNMENT:   the meeting adjourned at 8:49p.m.

__________________________________                  _____________________________

Chairperson





 Acting Secretary

